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Empire, Persia, China, and Japan, was riot left-
untouched or unmolested by Europe* Into these
countries European civilisation, particularly in its
economic manifestations, penetrated deeply, and,
while not subjected directly to the political system
of Europe, they were all, with the exception of
Japan, brought under the indirect control of
European States. In other words Turkey,
Persia, and China were not openly partitioned or
annexed, but the power of European States was
brought to bear indirectly upon them, mainly with
the object of promoting the economic interests of
Europeans* I propose to examine briefly the
methods and results of this process in China, but a
word must be said first as to the reasons why the
system of conquest and absorption was not
applied to these Asiatic countries.

Before the war the break tip of Turkey, Persia,
and China was repeatedly prophesied as imminent,
but it never actually took place. One reason
undoubtedly which saved a nominal independence
to these countries may be found in the fact tiut
during the period of the first and most vigorous
outburst of imperialism, 1880 to 1890, the Great
Powers of Europe were too busy carving up
Africa to allow of their giving serious attention